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Message from the President

Reminder: NEW Changes to Chapter Support Check
Procedures

2012 Annual Report now available!

FNPS Treasurer seeks volunteer Asst. Treasurer
FNPS needs an Assistant Treasurer to help prepare updates to the
budget, other financial reports, and attend BOD meetings in place of the
Treasurer. Training is available. Please contact Kim Zarillo at Treasurer@fnps.
org for more information.

Education Committee report

“Growing Native” Conference field trip Gator Hole Preserve
As we were bouncing down the muddy
road in Gator Hole Preserve, Dick yelled,
“Stop! Stop!”
Laura lifted up on the accelerator before
smashing it back down. “I can’t stop here.
We’ll get stuck.” She gassed the truck through
the mud and stopped about 15 feet ahead,
safely out of danger.
Upon stopping, Dick jumped from the
passenger seat, running away from the road
at the soft spot. He reached down, pulled,
and then waved a three-foot Melaleuca
tree in the air. As he returned to the group,
Laura explained that although they’ve made
tremendous progress in the heavily invaded
area, there are still a lot of Melaleuca “babies”
to manage.
Just then Jim said, “What’s that smell?”
And, as if on cue, he was answered by a long
“mooooooooooooooooooooooooo.” At that
point, we realized we were close to the edge
of the Preserve, where on the other side of
the fence, cows were grazing. Besides the
potential damage from cows and feral pigs,
the massive mines adjacent to the property
pose a serious threat to the remarkable
restoration that is taking place within the
Preserve’s borders. Laura expressed concern
that the deer-beaten fence may not continue
to be enough to protect Gator Hole Preserve.
At the same moment, we looked up and saw a
magnificent rainbow, with both ends overtop
this magical piece of property.

FNPS Members in Action—Valerie Thomas of Sparkleberry Chapter brings native plants to school

Ft. White Middle School ”Native Plant, Bird & Butterfly Garden”

Would you be interested in
reading your Palmetto on an iPad or
other tablet computer and saving
the Society some much needed
funds to put into other projects?
We’ve already reduced expenses by
sending out the Sabal minor via an
email link to a PDF.
Let us know your communication
preferences by sending an email to
info@fnps.org and telling us your
DIGITAL or PAPER preferences for
your chapter newsletter, the Sabal
minor bi-monthly newsletter, and
the Palmetto quarterly magazine.
We are recording your preferences in your membership profile.
While the Palmetto is not yet
available in digital form, and won’t
be for some time, FNPS is looking
to the future and wants to know
how many members would like this
service.

Call for Research Papers and Poster
Presentations for 2014 Conference

2014 Endowment Grant Research Awards and Conservation Grant Awards

2013 BOD & Ex-Comm
Meetings
January 11:
February 8–9, 2014:

May 15, 2014:

Follow the conference on Twitter (@FNPSConf2014)
and Facebook (FNPS Conference 2014).

Check the Society Calendar at
fnps.org/events/eventlist
for updates.

