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Vaccinium arboreum in home garden, after good cross-pollination, early 

August. Berries will be ripe in mid-September. 
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branch can be grafted onto a female tree. 
Unfortunately, knowledge of how to graft 
branches is less widespread than at the 
time Hume wrote. Hume stated that one 
male holly tree could pollinate 10 female 
trees growing nearby, and the same is 
probably true of other tree species, such 
as persimmon. Regarding hollies, Hume 
states that "some staminate specimens 
produce a great abundance of flowers, 
while others have relatively few. In select
ing a pollen-bearing variety, it is best to 
choose one that produces large numbers 
of flowers. Not only will it furnish more 
pollen, but its blooms will continue to 
open over a long period." For pollination 
in commercial plantations of kiwifruit 
and oriental persimmon, specific male 
plants have been selected, named, and 
clonally propagated for use because of 
their copious pollen production. 

Now that I have solved my yaupon 
problem, my next project will focus on 
coral honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens). 

This species has kept hummingbirds busy 
in my garden, visiting hundreds of red, 
tubular flowers, but it has never produced 
a single berry. I didn't even know what 
kind of fruit honeysuckle was supposed 
to make. After visiting other native plant 
gardeners, whose coral honeysuckles were 
full of berries, I added another plant to my 
trellis. I hope this solves the problem. 

Fruit and seed production are impor
tant if we want to maximize the environ
mental benefits of our native plantings. 
For the sake of our flora, propagators and 
planters need to do what is necessary 
to make their native plantings prolific 
producers of viable seed. 0 
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  The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society 
is to conserve, preserve, and restore the native plants  
and native plant communities of Florida. 

Official definition of native plant: 
For most purposes, the phrase Florida native plant refers 
to those species occurring within the state boundaries 
prior to European contact, according to the best available 
scientific and historical documentation. More specifically,  
it includes those species understood as indigenous, 
occurring in natural associations in habitats that existed 
prior to significant human impacts and alterations of  
the landscape.

For more Information: 
http://fnps.org

To become a member, contact your local 
Chapter Representative, call, write, or e-mail  
FNPS, or join online at www.fnps.org/join

Follow FNPS online:

Blog: http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FNPSfans 
Twitter: twitter.com/FNPSonline 
LinkedIn: Groups, Florida Native Plant Society
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