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development formula was the

replacing of native vegetation with
exotic, in order to fully re-create a

tropical paradise for his family and

guests. Such was the attitude of the

times: famous botanists such as

Fairchild gathered plants from all

over the world and brought them to

South Florida where it soon became

known that, with abundant sunshine

and fresh water, "you can grow

anything."

What little evidence remains today

of the original vegetation shows a

unique blend of temperate and

tropical species: live oaks and gumbo
limbos. But native vegetation was

generally considered worthless
underbrush. Whole virgin forests
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expertise, knew relatively nothing of
the local environment or of what
long term effects his actions might
cause. In fact, the native environment
was referred to as tta wilderness of
waterless sand and underbrush."

In 1676, fifteen years before Flagler
got to the island that eventually
would be called Palm Beach, the
Spanish brig Providencia, bound for
Spain, washed ashore loaded with
coconuts from Trinidad. Early settlers
planted coconuts up and down the

island, and by the time Flagler arrived

in 1693, exotic coconut palms greeted

him, enticing him to build not only

large resorts like The Breakers and
Royal Poinciana, but his own home,

Whitehall, as well.

An important part of Flagler's
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dimension. If a tree could flex its
muscles, I would say inkwood is

trying.
West and Arnold describe forty

feet of mature height from tall
trunks. However, I have seen only
specimens that branch low to the

ground, including my own. This
suggests a hammock struggle for
light. Cultivated inkwoods appear
to follow a different pattern. As a
designer, I like this trait because
you can clear the lower branches
of twigs to emphasize the bark.

The leaves - persistent,

alternate, pinnately compound -
have leaflets in pairs anywhere

from two to six, usually four. They

are firm, smooth, two to five inches

long, elliptic, with tips round to
blunt-pointed; bases are unevenly
wedge-shaped and margins wavy.
The leaflets end in a pair rather
than the usual single terminal leaf.
This makes a good field mark.

Soil preferences are excessively
well-drained sands and marl. The
only pest problem I have noticed is
an occasional attack of twig borer
posing no real threat. It maintains
good color without fertilization in
my marl border.

Inkwood would be attractive

anywhere. The only exceptions are
walkways and parking areas where
the juicy purple fruit, which gives it
the common name, might cause
stains. Two old forty-footers in

Fuchs Park in South Miami have

apparently withstood all the
hurricanes because I can see no
evidence of disruption of growth
habit through the years. Give it a

try; you'll like it. RANGE: Hardy to

Brevard County along east coast.

Inkwood has much to
recommend it as a shade tree. It
forms a compact canopy of upright
branches, with a dense mass of
shining, dark green leaves that

seem to form whorls. The textural

effect is nice. Especially attractive is
the spring/early summer flush of

lettuce-green new growth.

The trunk is another outstanding

feature: bright reddish-brown,

with thin bark that separates into
scales as it matures. It also has a way
of forming irregular vertical ridges
around the trunk giving it another

Many people say that the terms
economic growth and environmental

protection are mutually exclusive. In
other words, you'll never find a
Florida panther anywhere near
downtown Miami, nor, on the other
hand, will you find many people
making a living in Everglades
National Park.

South Florida, more than most

other places, represents the front line
of the continuing battle between our
short term financial needs and our
long terms biological needs. There
can be no question that population
growth has been a major source of
ecological stress in Florida.

One hundred years ago Florida was
a virtually uninhabited wilderness.

Thirty years ago, we had 2.7 million

people. Today we have somewhat

over 10 million, and by the year 2000,
Florida will have 17.5 million
inhabitants.

This enormous growth rate,

coupled with expanding agricultural
activities, phosphate mining, and
other industrial uses of the state's
land, water, and air, has resulted in
extensive alteration - and even
threatens large-scale destruction -

of various natural ecosystems. Some

of these changes are irreversible.
Tremendous economic growth, as

well as vast natural system

destruction, has been occurring over
the past century in the unique region
of Florida between West Palm Beach

and Miami. This emerging

mega10polis of over 3 million people
owes much of what it is today to

Henry Morrison Flagler.

It is impossible to overestimate the
economic impact that Flagler has had
on the state of Florida. He transferred

millions in wealth acquired from

Standard Oil Company into building

a railroad down the entire east coast
of Florida and eventually to Key West.

All along the way he wheeled and

dealed himself into a variety of

agricultural and resort enterprises.
But just what was the extent of

Henry Flagler's knowledge of the

South Florida ecosystem? Remem-

ber, this was in the 1890s and only in
the last 30 years has a serious effort
been made to study the effects of
man-caused change on the

environment.

Henry Flagler, for all his business


