
by Terrance Mock

The need for increased use of native
vegetation was a major theme of the
first South Florida Water Symposium
held in Palm Beach, january 11th and

12th.
Top leaders in the fields of en-

vironmental protection, land develop-

ment, public utilities, agriculture,
economic development, and water

management assembled to compare

notes on the extent of Florida's current
water crisis and to suggest solutions to
the problem. Agreement on which
proposed remedy offered the best

hope for a cure was not forthcoming,

but there was a general consensus that

the situation can no longer be ignored.
Nathaniel P. Reed, former Secretary

of the Interior and a current member
of the Board of Governors for the
South Florida Water Management

District, indicated that we must come

to grips with the problem today or we

will have no future options. According
to Reed, our entire economy depends
on readily available cheap water, and
"the southern portion of our state is
drying up!" His suggested actions in-
cluded the acquisition of additional
floodplains and headwaters, and the
restoration of the Kissimmee River.

As deputy executive director of the
South Florida Management District,

john R. Wodraska was clearly on a
hotseat attempting to explain his agen-

cy's role in managing a resource that
has gone from abundance to scarcity

in a few short years. The demands of

managing an area, which is made up
of 15,000 square miles of land with an
assessed valuation of $111 billion, are
tremendous and there does not ap-

pear to be any way to please

everyone. His statistics were sobering:
the Kissimmee River Valley is currently

in a one in 700 year drought, which is
the primary reason why Lake

Okeechobee is a foot and a haJf below
the next lowest recorded level. If we

do not get significant rainfall soon,
phased water restrictions outlined on a
newly designed water use formula will
be put into effect. These restrictions

will apply to all landowners within the
District's boundaries, and - should
conditions ever warrant a 60% reduc-

tion - all outdoor watering would be

eliminated.

Arthur R. Marshall, who is one of the
leading ecologists and systems scien-

tists in the state, lectured on our
need to re-examine our whole water

management philosophy. Current

systems are based on cheap fossil fuels
and abundant rainfall. Our level of
technology has gone beyond the level
of our ability to provide resources to

support it. The ultimate source of

south Florida's water is rainfall, and
annual rainfall has been decreasing
over the past 30 years due to chan-
nelization which alters the evapora-
tion rate and therefore the entire
hydrocycle. Marshall's opinion is that

we must dechannelize the Kissimmee

River Basin and restore a significant
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percentage of the Everglades to sheet
flow in order to restore the hydrocycle
and insure sufficient rainfall in the
future.

Steve Mayberry, director of
economic development for the Florida
Department of Commerce, indicated

that Florida could expect to have its in-
dustrial development and growth
limited because of water shortages.

John C. Jones, executive director of

the Florida Wildlife Federatior). was

outspoken in his opinion that "South
Florida Water Management is not the
solution, they are the problem!" The
simple solution to our problem is to
"start filling in the ditches."

Dalton Yancey, general manager of
the Florida Sugar Cane league,

reported that agricultural water users
have already cut consumption con-
siderably and they feel that urban
areas should conserve more. This opin-
ion was seconded by Charles lee, Vice
President of the Florida Audubon
Society, who said that the political
power and demand of urban areas will
shut down agriculture if current trends
continue.

Florida Senator Tom Lewis stated

that he felt that water was the control-

ling factor for growth in Florida. he
mentioned that serious consideration
was being given drastic measures such
as the construction of an aqueduct
from North Florida springs to South
Florida.

Victoria Tschinkel, Secretary of
Florida's Department of Environmen-
tal Regulation focused on sewage
facilities. She noted that there is a
tremendous shortfall developing for

financing new sewage treatment

facilities. Much fresh water is being
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sumption was exotic landscaping! Art

Marshall strongly recommended that

landscaping with native vegetation as
a water conservation measure begin

immediately! H. Kenneth Powell,

chairman of the Gold Coast League of
Cities, said that cities should set good

water management examples, and

planting native vegetation on city pro-
perties was a good way to start.

Senator Tom Lewis came out strongly
in favor of the increased use of native

vegetation in landscaping, citing Palm

Beach water consumption rates as a

disgrace. Dr. James C. Nicholas's

remarks on native vegetation included

the suggestion that saw palmettos be

used in median strips in order to
eliminate the need for irrigation.

The symposium ended with the feel-
ing that all participants had gained in-
sight through the exchange of ideas,
and that the various experts should
continue to interact to find a mutually
beneficial solution to_the problem.

If there was any agreement on any
action which should be taken im-

mediately it was - GROW NATIVE!
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lost due to treatment processes which
utilize disposal techniques such as
ocean outfall.

Brian Barnett of the Florida Game

and Fresh Water Fish Commission
gave a talk on "ditching, diking, diver-

ting, damming and drinking." He

reported that, because fish and wildlife

values are not given much weight dur-

ing the permitting process, habitat

destruction is rampant.

Perhaps a quote from the Joint

Center for Environmental and Urban

Problems assistant director Dr. James
C. Nicholas, best summed up the

future outlook: "Folks, there's good

news and bad news - the good news

is that in 10 years we will all be drink-

ing sewage; the bad news is that there

won't be enough sewage to go

around."

Given the extreme diversity of the

various special interest groups in-

volved in this issue, it would be

remarkable if any course of action

could receive unanimous support. But

that's exactly what the idea for in-

creased use of native vegetation got -

unanimous support!

John Wodraska of SFWMD sug-

gested the need for increased public

education, stating that the primary

reason for the State's high water con-
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