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Check It Outl

The new food label makes it easier to

find out what's in the food you eat.
Look for" Nutrition Facts" on the side

or back of the package-that's how you
know it's the new food label.
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and good fisheries.
The IRLNEP, working in cooperation

with the Indian River Lagoon Surface
Water Improvement and Management
(IRL-SWIM) program, have developed a
strategy to protect and enhance the SAV
community. The overall goal of this strat
egy, known as the Submerged Aquatic
Vegetation Initiative, is to increase the
amount and quality of SAV and associ
ated resources in the Indian River Lagoon.

Rollert Day currently serves as Project Scien
tist for the Indian River Lagoon National
Estuary Program. He received his B.S. in
Biology from Florida Teclmological University
(now the University of Central Florida) in
1976. Since then, he has worked for the Flor
ida DepartTl/ent of Environmental Regulation
and the Brevard County Division of Natural
Resources Management as an environmental
specialist involved in the monitoring and

Tllanagement of the natural resources of theIndian River Lagoon region.
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ronmental Protection Agency, included.
Staff was hired and a Management Con
ference Agreement developed and signed
by the participating agencies and local
governments. This agreement anticipates
completion of a comprehensive Conserva
tion Management Plan for the Indian
River Lagoon in 1996.

Given the short life span (five years) of
the initial phase of the NEP and the lim
ited amount of funding available, it was
determined that the Indian River Lagoon
National Estuary Program (IRLNEP) need
ed to focus on one or two issues rather
than attempting to address the myriad of
issues concerning the lagoon. The IRLNEP
Management Conference agreed that
protection, enhancement, and restoration
of the submerged aquatic vegetation com
munity (SAV) in the Indian River Lagoon
should be the focus for IRLNEP.

The SAV community, which in the
Indian River Lagoon is largely seagrasses,
was chosen because the habitat is vital to
the survival of many important species in
the lagoon, requires good water quality to
survive and flourish, and, as a result, is a
good indicator of the health of the lagoon.
It was the opinion of the IRLNEP Man
agement Conference that efforts to protect
and enhance the SAV community would
also address many of the identified prob
lems of the lagoon. In addition, the gen
eral public could develop an understand
ing of the relationship between good
water quality, improved SAY coverage,

LAND MANAGEMENT

Native Plants and the Indian
River Lagoon: A View from a

Different Perspective
(or A Walk on the Wet Side)

by Robert A. Day
The National Estuary Program (NEP)

was created during the 1987 revisions of
the Clean Water Act. The purpose of the
NEP is to develop Comprehensive Conser
vation Management Plans for estuaries of
national significance.

The Indian River Lagoon was nomi
nated for inclusion in the National Estuary
Program by Governor Bob Martinez in
1990 and, following review by the Envi-

the monitoring of management activities.
A special effort needs to be made to

encourage learning activities as part of the
management program development for
these sites. The integration of environmen
tal education with research and manage
ment activities is beneficial. For example,
the Long-Term Environmental Monitoring
Ecological Research Program at John F.
Kennedy Space Center has provided many
opportunities for students to participate in
ecological research. NASA has several
programs that involve university faculty,
graduate students, undergraduate stu
dents, high school and elementary teach
ers, and high school students in hands-on
research activities. Students and faculty
have participated in wildlife surveys,
radio tracking of indigo snakes and go
pher tortoises, vegetation studies, water
quality studies, aquatic ecology studies,
and many other environmental activities.
These activities have varied from a very
short-term "demonstration type" participa
tion to an extended period of active data
collection, analysis, and report develop
ment. Teachers and students benefit from
the active participation in an operational
research program which provides them
with first-hand knowledge of ecological
research, and the research program and
researchers benefit from having extra help
with field studies and the satisfaction of
sharing their knowledge with others.

C. Ross Hinkle is the Group Manager of
Biological Research Programs for the Bionetics
Corporation at John F. Kennedy Space Center.
He received his M.S. and Ph.D. in Ecology
from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
Dr. Hinkle directs research programs in ecol
ogy, bioregenerative life support S1Jstems, aHd
space biology. He is an adjunct assistmit
professor at the University of Central Florida
alld has worked with graduate students at the
Florida II/stitute of Technology, the University
of Florida at Gainesville, and the University of
Virginia, Charlottesville. He is serving on the
Brevard County Committee for the Selection of
Environmentally Endangered Lands.


