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FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT

MARKETING & INFORMATION SERVICE

by Fred Landrum

The Directors of the FIQrida Native
Plant Society recently endorsed the
concept of the Florida Native Plant
Marketing & Information Service

(FNPMIS) to help unify and overcome

some of the problems of the fledgling

native plant industry, and obtain addi-
tional revenues for the Society. The

FNPMIS will be the focal point for
commercial interests in native plants.
Operation of the organization will be
facilitated through an arrangement
with Business Planning Associates,
Inc., a management consulting firm,
located in Hobe Sound, Florida.

in full display. We caught a glimpse of
a white tail deer and a soaring eagle.

For the entire morning we examined

flowers and plants that were growing

in the open area set aside for the power

plant within a scattered young pine

woods. Many plants growing in moist

areas, such as pitcher plants, spider-
worts, and marsh pinks, were iden-

tified, but none were on the en-

dangered list.

We learned about the study of the
Red-cockaded Woodpecker whose en-
dangered breeding ground is on the
site, and examined a copy of the study
on the plants in the area made by En-
vironmental Science and Engineering
Inc., of Gainesville. . Mildred Sias

BIG PINE KEY

The Big Pine Key Chapter collects
and ships seeds of Florida Keys native
plants. For further details and a list of
plants from which seeds are collected,

write Ann Williams, At. 1, Box 440, Big
Pine Key 33043. If you are planning a

visit to the Keys, contact Ann. She will
take you on a field trip anywhere in the

lower Keys area.

One of the most significant driving
factors of the newly emerging native
plant industry is the growing recogni-
tion that much of the State's greatly
altered landscape and natural ecology,
brought about by varied economic in-
terests, can be restored through the
proper use of native flora. Other fac-
tors, perhaps of equal importance, are
an increasing awareness of native
plant aesthetics, reduced maintenance

requirements, drought resi,stant
characteristics, and a host of other at-
tributes which native plant fanciers
have known for years. Although the
native plant industry is moving for-
ward, positive steps have to be taken
by those with commercial interests to
sustain or accelerate the demand
while ensuring that an adequate sup-
ply of quality material is available.
Research, education, communication,
and standardization is also of vital im-
portance to the industry.

. Ann Williams

President, Big Pine Key Botanical Soc.
FNPS S.W. Dist. Representative

COCCOLOBA

A new FNPS Chapter is being formed
in the Fort Myers area, called the Coc-
coloba Chapter. Contact Ruth Dan-
forth, secretary, Rt. 2, Box 1096, Alva,
Florida 33920

An assessment of the industry in-

dicates that 1) production of native
plants is mostly limited to small scale

nurseries scattered throughtout the
State, 2) most landscape architectural
firms have little knowledge of native
plants and their usage, and quite often

those that do have some knowledge

are reluctant to specify natives
because they do not think the material
is available, 3) the industry has only a

.few qualified professional experts on
native plants. and their usage, and 4)
there is an inadequate amount of
research being done with native plants

to learn more about such important

CON FERENCE ON

SOUTH FLORIDA

NATIVE PLANTS

A Conference on South Florida

Native Plants, co-sponsored by the
newly organized Dade County
Chapter of FNPS and Fairchild
Gardens, .will be held on Oct. 2,
1982, from 8:30 A.M. to 5 P.M. at

Fairchild Gardens on 11905 Old

Cutler Rd. in Miami.

The Conference is intended for
nurserymen, developers, educators,
and anyone interested in Florida's
native plants in south Florida.

Speakers include Roger and Nan-
cy Hammer, Dr. Taylor Alexander,
Dr. Popenoe, June Eggert, Joe
Cascio, and Ron Oprazadi~.

The registration fee is $25 until
Sept. 24th, $30 thereafter. The fee in-
cludes catered lunch.

Call the Fairchild Gardens main
office for more information and

registration forms: 305/667-1651,

and plan to attend this all-day
seminar.

aspects as propagation methods, sym-
botic relationships, growth habits, and
plant characteristics.

The Florida Native Plant Marl<eting
and Information Service will bridge
the gap between growers of native
plants and seekers of native plants. For
these nurserymen, the organization
will provide a central outlet where
they can sell their plants in a
significantly broadened marketplace.
For those dealing in professional ser-
vices related to native plants and their
use (i.e. landscape architects,
designers, contractors, planners, and
other consultants), the FNPMIS will of-

fer a central source from which native

plants. may be purc.hased, oppor-

tunities to bid on service projects that
emerge from the statewide marketing

network, and a way to learn more

about native plant varieties and
characteristics. Specific functions to be
performed by the organization include
the buying and selling of native plants,
the promotion of native plant usage;
the collection, evaluation, and
dissemination of information regarding
market trends and inventories of
marketable native plants.

The FNPMIS will generate revenues
through an annual membership fee of
$165.00, paid by those with commer-
cial interests who wish to take advan-
tage of the marketing and information
service. Twelve dollars of the annual
fee will be applied toward member-
ship in the Florida Native Plant Socie-
ty. Additional revenues will be derived
from a nominal service charge attach-
ed to the sale of native plants and to
related professional service contracts.

A portion of these revenues over and

above expenses, will be used by the
Florida Native Plant Society to further
its aims and objectives through the
funding of technical research as may
be related to the preservation and

restoration of native plant com-

munities.

For additional information on the
FNPMIS, you may contact Messrs Fred

or Michael Landrum, at

(305) 546-7667, or write the Florida
Native Plant Marketing & Information

Service, at P.O. Box 1748, Jupiter,

Florida 33458.. John Foote




