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leaves of inopina oak (Quercus inopina).

field. Shrubs of inopina oak, with their
sparse, vertically-held leaves and stout

twigs, resemble a candlestick, while

myrtle oaks, with their solid canopy of
small leaves, have more of an um-

brella shape.

The range of inopina oak overlaps

only the southernmost edge of the

range of myrtle oak, which extends as
far north as South Carolina. I have
found inopina oaks primarily in the
scrubs of Orange, Polk, and Highlands
cou nties, with scattered western
outliers in Hillsborough, Manatee, and
Hardee counties.

Within its range inopina oak is often
the dominant species in open, unshad-
ed scrubs on white "sugar sands,"
while myrtle oaks prefer the partial

shade of sand pines. Where the two

grow together, as around lake Annie

in Highlands County, they do not
hybridize, because myrtle oak com-

pletely finishes flowering in March,

before inopina oak even begins in
April.
'W.W. Ashe 1929. "A new oak from

Florida." Rhodora 31: 79-80.

Among the species of shrubby
evergreen oaks making up the Florida
scrub community, three are usually
mentioned: Chapman's oak (Quercus

chapman;;), twin live oak (Q.

gem;nata), and myrtle oak (Q. myr-
t;fo/;a).

However, there is a fourth, Quercus
;nop;na (literally, "unthought-of"
oak), described by W.W. Ashe in
1929' and included as a note in j.K.
Small's Manual of the Flora of the
Southeastern U.S., ...and pretty much

"unthought-of" by botanists since,
who generally lump it with its close
relative, myrtle oak.

/nop;na oak can be distinguished
from myrtle oak primarily by its leaves.

These are larger (2" to 3" long),
tougher, and fewer per twig than those
of myrtle oak. They are also elliptical:
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and the edges are rolled under, in con-
trast to the leaves of myrtle oaks,
which are spatulate:
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leaves of myrtle oak (Quercus myrtifo!ia).

and usually flat. These characteristics
give the two species quite a different
aspect when seen side by side in the

Balled & Burlapped

Price/ft.

Acacia, Sweet $5.50
Fig, Strangler 5.50
Sycamore 6.00
Dogwood, Jamaican 6.50

Gumbo Limbo 6.50
Tamarind, Wild 6.50
Oak, Live 7.00
Soapberry 7.00
Cork, Florida 7.50
Mastic 7.50
Paradise Tree 7.50
Oak, Laurel 7.50
Buttonwood, Green 8.00
Mahogany 9.00
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CORRECTION
You can imagine the editor's

dismay when Dr. Ann Johnson,

author of the article on Quercus
inopina in the last Palmetto, wrote
me that the photos were mislabeled.

Since the whole point of the article
was to show the differences in the

appearance of the leaves, that was a

pretty bad error. My apologies to

Palmetto readers, and to Dr. Johnson.
Here are the photos, properly
identified:

Leaves of inopina oak (Quercus inopina).
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CHAPTE R NEWS

NAPLES

The Naples Chapter of FNPS meets
on the third Monday of every month
at The Conservancy Nature Center, at
7:30 P.M. local dues are $3.00 per
person or $5.00 per family. Officers
for 1983 are Dorie Karl, President
(1209 Ridge Street, Naples, FL 33940;
ph. 813/263-7236); Joe long, Vice
President; Linda Weinland,
Secretary; and Gary Patterson,
Treasurer.

Members interested in improving
their taxonomy skills have formed a
plant study group that is preparing a
plant species list of Collier Seminole

State Park for the Dept. of Natural
Resources. The plant study group
meets on the second Monday of
every month at Edison Community
College in Naples, from 7:30 to 9:30

P.M.

In addition to field trips taken to
Collier Seminole State Park,
members try to venture into the field
at least once a month, usually on the
fourth Sunday. Trips have been taken
to the Fakahatchee lakes, and Big
Cypress Bend, a boardwalk through a
tract of virgin cypress.

When not in the field, member
Dave Addison has been busy
preparing a manuscript on the
identification and control of exotic
pest plants. The Naples Chapter's
Conservation Committee plans to
publish Dave's article and distribute
reprints through the Florida Division
of Environmental Education which
sponsored a similar article in 1977 .It is
hoped that the reprinted brochure,
complete with color photographs,
will appeal to the general public and
will aid public officials charged with
enforcing exotic pest plant
ordinances. . D .
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Leaves of myrtle oak (Quercus myrtifo!ia).

Native Plant Stationery is available
from the Naples Chapter, 1209

Ridge Street, Naples, FL 33940.

Wholesale prices are available to
other chapters wishing to sell the
cards as a fund raiser. Five different
native plant designs in pen and ink
are featured in each package,
which includes ten cards and ten
envelopes for $3.50 plus 75<1:
postage. Wholesale price is $1.75
per package.

CONFERENCE ON
SOUTH FLORIDA'S

NATIVE PLANTS
October 1st and 2nd

This two-day Conference on
South Florida's Native Plants,
sponsored by Florida International
University, the Museum of

Science, and the Dade Chapter of

the Florida Native Plant Society,
will feature workshops, field trips,
and lectures. Among the speakers

will be Mr. Art Marshall, who will

talk on "The Hydrology of the

Everglades"; Dr. Jack Parker:

"Energy Efficient Landscape

Design"; Dr. Derek Burch:
"Drought Tolerant Native Plants";

Mr. Pat Painter, who will give his

multi-media show, "The Solar

Forest"; and Colonel J. Paul

Scurlock, who will give a special
slide presentation on the plants of
the Florida Keys. Other topics and
workshop subjects will include
maintenance, care, and pruning of
native plants; plant identification
and taxonomy; ethnobotany in
Florida, and, by special request, a
program will be given on native
plants and butterflies.

The presentation of The Marjory
Stoneman Douglas Award will

highlight the Saturday evening
banquet. Mrs. Douglas will present
the award to an individual who has
selflessly promoted the apprecia-
tion of native plants. Mr. Roger

Hammer, the 1982 Award

recipient, Will give a special lecture
at the banquet.

Registration is $25.00; $30.00
after September 20. The fee
inc1udes all lectures, workshops,
field trips, lunch Saturday, and

banquet Saturday. Please make

checks payable to Dade Chapter

FNPS and mail to Post Office Box

125, Gou1ds, FL 33170. For more

information, call 305/247-4499.

CENTRAL FLORIDA
The Central Florida Chapter is off

to a very good start this year. Under

the direction of David Drylie,
President (8100 Curry Ford Rd.,
Orlando 32822, ph. 282-1469), and
Earline Halpert, we have created and
adopted our chapter by-laws along

with establishing five standing
committees with specific goa1s and

objectives.
We have had an active calendar:

monthly meetings with presentations

from Sam Hopkins on the Ericacae

family, and Steve Beeman, president
of Ecoshores, on the native re-

continued next page

T-SHIRTS

Another printing of T-shirts,
with the four-color screening of
the picture on the cover of the last
Palmetto, will be ready by the end
of August, and will be on sale at the
members' meeting in Tallahassee,
for $7.00. Or order from FNPS, 1203
Orange Ave.. Winter Park 32789.




