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ongoing effort, with plant com-

munities constantly being added as
"new" species associations are con-
firmed through literature searches and
field work.)

Hence the natural community refers
to the kind of place suitable for a cer-
tain set of vegetation types, and the
plant community represents the range
of successional stages and variations
which might occur on that type of site.
The practical value of this dual system
is that the natural community level can
be used to roughly differentiate and in-
ventory habitats where conservation
demands information now but existing
data is limited, while the plant com-
munity level provides a mechanism for
organizing more detailed botanical in-
formation as it becomes available.

Because this classification system

The Florida Natural Areas Inventory
(FNAI) has developed a list of natural
community types to be used in identi-
fying and surveying Florida habitats
and it is encouraging others to adopt
this classification so that it will become
standard statewide.

A significant feature of this new

system is that the natural communities

are distinguished on the basis of en-
vironmental differences (soils,
hydroperiods, physiographic setting
etc.) rather than by vegetation. FNAI is
now preparing the first draft of a sup-
plementary plant community
classification for use in managing infor-
mation about the vegetation types that
grow within each of these en-
vironments. (This will actually be an

represents a statewide synthesis of
many regional ecosystem categoriza-
tions; and local terminology differs
considerably from one part of the state
to another, FNAI has prepared precise
capsule definitions for each natural
community. These definitions, which

are available from FNAI, The Nature
Conservancy, 254 East Sixth Avenue,
Tallahassee, Florida 32303, specify
physiographic, hydrological, and
climatic characteristics and describe
substrates, fire regimes, and typical
vegetation.

Since ambiguous and inconsistent
use of habitat terminology has been a
major obstacle to the identification
and preservation of Florida's en-
dangered ecosystems, Florida Native
Plant Society members should
become familiar with these definitions

THE EVERGLADES

by Bert T. Foster

A one-day symposium on one of the
nation's most important and
fascinating natural systems, the
Everglades, will be held at Rollins Col-
lege in Winter Park, on Friday, March
25. The speakers, representing a varie-
ty of backgrounds, will discuss the
Everglades' natural features, human
activities that have altered the func-
tions of this ecosystem, and solutions
that have been proposed for protect-
ing or restoring the life-supporting
ability of the Everglades.

Speakers to be featured, at this time,
include:

. Marjory Stoneman Douglas,

author and lecturer
. Dr. James Kushlan, Research

Biologist, South Florida Research
Center
. John R. Maloy, Executive Direc-
tor, South Florida Water Manage-
ment District
. Arthur R. Marshall, ecologist and

consultant

. Jack Morehead, Superintendent,
Everglades National Park
. Garald G. Parker, hydrogeologist
and President of Parker and
Associates
A registration fee of $8.00 per per-

son, which includes lunch and
materials, will be charged up through
March 16, and $10.00 per person after

that date. Checks should be made

payable to Rollins College and mailed
to Rollins College, Box 2593, Winter

Park, FL 32789. For information on the

program, call 305/644-5377.

MORE ON SPANISH MOSS
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In reference to the article on
"Spanish Moss" in the November
1982 issue of the Palmetto, I would
like to add a few additional points of
interest and an opinion or two..

Ti//andsia usneoides was named for a

famous Swedish botanist by the name

of Tilland who never saw the plant.

'usne' - is a lichen that hangs from

the trees in the State of Washington as

well as other states.

'oides' - means resembling.
Thus 'Ti//andsia usneoides'.

While it is true that Spanish moss

does not kill trees as stated in the

November issue, I am sure that ball

moss (Ti//andsia recurvata) does con-

tribute to the demise of many live oak

trees by growing so thick that the tree

is literally choked to death by restric-

ting the new growth.

I have noticed several trees of late
that I feel sure were killed by the recur-
vata. The recurvata has taken over

since the usneoides died out a few

years ago. The recurvata needed more
light which it now has by the absence

of usneoides.

My Father, Mulford B. Foster,

discovered that when the seeds of
usneoides germinate, the new seed-
lings have roots which later die as the
plant gets larger; from that point on it

continues to grow without roots. The

article he wrote about it was titled

"Scientific Fact Uprooted" published

in Bromeliad Bulletin, Volume I,

July/August, 1981, #4.

pollution has been blamed for killing

great quantities of Spanish moss

several years ago, but I am of the opi-

nion that it was a virus.

Another means of harvesting

Spanish moss other than the one men-
tioned in the article was to hang the
Spanish moss on long racks and then
kill it with live steam. After the gray ex-
terior dropped off, the black fiber was
then sold by the pound for use in car
seats, etc.

Spanish moss has a fragrant, light
green flower. The flower starts to open

between 4-6 in the afternoon and
blooms during the night.

Last of all, according to a conversa-
tion I had with Dr. Lyman Smith, I

believe he told me (hope I am not get-

ting in trouble on this point) that
Tillandsia usneoides is one of the most
sophisticated and youngest of the
bromeliads.


