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NOTES on the FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

by Gail S. Baker more Florida plants may be placed on
the Federal list. The status of several

plants is being reviewed by the FWS.
Some of these are:

Name

Opossum pawpaw
Ha,bitat, Location

Old dunes, Martin & Palm Beach

Counties

(Asimina tetramera,

Fragrant prickly-apple (Cereus
er;ophorus var. fragrans)

Coastal hammocks on high dunes, east
central Florida

Aboriginal prickly-apple (Cereus gracilis

var. aboriginum)
Shell mounds and hardwood ham

mocks. southwestern coast

Rocky hammocks in the KeysKey tree - cactus (Cereus robinii var.
robinii)

lakela's mint (Dicerandra immaculata)
Sand ridge, Indian River and St.

Co.
.ucie

Rich deciduous woods on the shore of
lake Miccosukee, Jefferson County

Florida gooseberry (Ribes echinellum)

Rich wooded ravine slopes along the
east side of the Apalachicola River

Florida yew (Tax us floridana)

Florida torreya (Torreya taxifolia) Rich wooded ravine slopes of ravines
and bluffs of the Apalachicola River

The Jacksonville Area Office will be
involved in the reviews of each of
these species. We are soliciting infor-

mation not only on the biological
status of these plants, but also on
threats, Federally-funded or permitted
projects in or near their habitats, etc. If
you have such information, write or
call the Area Office (Jacksonville Area
Office) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
15 North Laura Street, Jacksonville,
Florida 32202 or telephone
(904)791-2267.
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Bunny Graham lives in Ormond

Beach, works part time for Father

Nature's Nursery, and is a member of
the Garden Club of the Halifax Coun-
try and the Bartram Wildflower Study

Club.

History and Background
In December 1973, Congress passed
the Endangered Species Act of 1973.
There had been two other endangered

species laws (1966 and 1969), but the

1973 Act was the first to include

plants. Section 12 of the Act directed
the Smithsonian Institution to review
species of plants which might be en-
dangered and to report to Congress
within one year. The Smithsonian In-

stitution published the list in january,
1975, and their "Report on En-
dangered and Threatened Plant
Species of the United States". The

Smithsonian Report included 3,187

taxa, 1,088 of which are in Hawaii.
About this time, the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service (FWS), the agency
which had been given primary respon-
sibility for the Endangered Species Act,
began its plant program.

In 1977, the first four plants were
listed in a final rulemaking published
in the Federal Register. During the
next three years, 57 more plants were
listed, including two Florida plants, the
Chapman rhododendron (Rhododen-

dron chappmanii) and Harper's beauty
(Harperocallis (Java).

Beginning in 1978, the Service
began to let contracts to botanists for
plant status reports. Approximately
$500,000 has been allocated so far in
this effort. Several of these contracts
have been given to Florida botanists to
study plants in the state.

In addition, the FWS now employs
10 full-time botanists throughout the

country, and several others who have
broader endangered species respon-
sibilities but spend part of their time on
plants.

Listed plants are not protected as
completely as listed anima)s because
taking is not prohibitea. Major
strengths of the Act for plants are in

Sections 6 and 7, which provide for
state cooperative agreements and in-
teragency cooperation.

The Act ensures that the existence of
endangered species will not be jeopar-
dized by Federal actions. This includes
Federal loans and permits as well as
Federal land management practices.
Other sections of the Act prohibit in-
terstate and international trade in en-
dangered plants, but intra-state trade is
not prohibited.
Future Plans

Within the next vear~or so. several


